C. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (original) A method for electronically transacting a trade between a commercial 
provider and a customer of a merchant, and for electronically paying all of the 
participants involved with enabling the transaction from the payment made by the 
customer in consideration of the trade, the method comprising: 

• entering into an agreement with the commercial provider to provide a good or 
service to a potential customer of the merchant for valuable or other 
consideration; 

• entering into an agreement with the merchant to offer the good or service of the 
commercial provider to its customers for valuable or other consideration; 

• electronically transacting with the customer of the merchant the provision of the 
good or service of the commercial provider to the customer; 

• using an electronic payment system to handle payment of a good or service of 
the commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant; 

• electronically authorising the provision of the good or service of the commercial 
provider upon confirmation of payment by the electronic payment system; 

• electronically distributing the valuable consideration in respect of the payment to 
the commercial provider, if applicable, in accordance with the agreement made 
with the commercial provider; and 
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• electronically distributing the valuable consideration in respect of the payment to 
the merchant, if applicable, in accordance with the agreement made with the 
merchant. 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

• entering into an agreement with a sponsor of a terminal device of the electronic 
payment system to use the terminal device in handling payment for a good or 
service of the commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant, 
agreement being provided in return for a prescribed proportion of the price of the 
good or service or fixed sum; 

• electronically distributing the prescribed proportion or fixed sum of the payment 
to the sponsor of the terminal device in accordance with the agreement made 
with the sponsor of the terminal device. 

3. (original) A method according to claim 1 where the step of using an electronic 
payment system to handle payment of a good or service of the commercial provider 
purchased by a customer of the merchant includes the sub-step of electronically 
drawing on an electronic bank account of the merchant to pay for the good or service of 
the commercial provider purchased by the customer. 

4. (original) A method for electronically transacting a trade between a commercial 
provider and a customer of a merchant, and for electronically paying all of the 
participants involved with enabling the transaction from the payment made by the 
customer in consideration of the trade, the method comprising: 

• entering into an agreement with the commercial provider to provide a good or 
service to a potential customer of the merchant for a prescribed proportion of the 
price of the good or service or for a fixed sum; 
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• entering into an agreement with a sponsor of a terminal device of an electronic 
payment system to use the terminal device in handling payment for a good or 
service of the commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant, 
agreement being provided in return for a prescribed proportion of the price of the 
good or service or fixed sum; 

• electronically transacting with the customer the provision of the good or service 
of the commercial provider to a customer of the merchant; 

• using the electronic payment system to handling payment of a good or service of 
the commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant; 

• electronically authorising the provision of the good or service of the commercial 
provider upon confirmation of payment by the electronic payment system; 

• electronically distributing the prescribed proportion or fixed sum of the payment 
to the commercial provider in accordance with the agreement made with the 
commercial provider; and 

• electronically distributing the prescribed proportion or fixed sum of the payment 
to the owner of the terminal device in accordance with the agreement made with 
the sponsor of the terminal device. 

5. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 4, any on o of th o 
prec e d i ng claims, w herein the terminal device is one of an EFT terminal, a mobile 
telephone or portable digital assistant. 

6. (original) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the primary payment for the good or 
service is paid for by way of an electronic transfer of funds from the payment system 
associated with the EFT terminal. 
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7. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 4, any ono of tho 
procoding c l aims, wherein the provider of the electronic authorising to the commercial 
provider for the provision of the good or service, the provider of the electronic 
transacting with the customer for the provision of the good or service to the customer, 
and the provider of the electronic distributing of the valuable consideration to the 
commercial provider and the merchant, if applicable, with the payment system, is the 
same provider. 

8. (original) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the provider contracts with the 
merchant to pay the merchant a sales commission for a good or service that the 
merchant is able to sell or provide to a customer. 

9. (original) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the merchant pays a fee to the 
provider for the provision of a good or service that adds value to the merchant's 
business. 

10. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 7, any on e of cla i ms 7 to 9, 
wherein the primary payment for the provision of a good or service is paid for by way of 
an electronic transfer of funds from a payment system associated with the business 
broker. 

11. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 4, any on e of tho 
preced i ng cla i ms, wherein primary payment for the service or product may be paid for 
directly by the customer. 

1 2. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 6, any on e of claims 6, 1 0 or 1 1 . 
including the terminal device communicating the particular manner of the transacting 
payment to the provider, and the provider effecting the electronic distribution of the 
prescribed proportion based on the manner of such payment. 
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13. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 0, including the terminal device 
communicating the particular manner of the transacting payment to the provider, and 
the provider effecting the electronic distribution of the prescribed portion based on the 
manner of such payment. A syst e m for e l e ctron i ca ll y transacting a trad e compris i ng: 

* a bus i n e ss brok e r who h a s e nt e r e d i nto an agr ee m e nt with: - 

a, a commerc i al prov i der for th e commorcia l provider to provid e a good or 

s e rv i c e to a pot e nt ial custom e r of a m e rchant for a pr e scr i b e d proport i on of th e 
pric e of th e good or servic e or for a fix e d sum; 

& th e m e rchant for the m e rchant to offer th e good or s e rv i c e of the 

commercial provider to i ts custom e rs for a prescr i b e d proport i on of th e pr i c e of 
the good or s e rvic e or f i x e d sum; 

+ an ele ctron i c paym e nt syst e m for hand l ing paym e nt of a good or s e rv i c e 

of the commercial provid e r purchased by a customer of th e m e rch a nt 
wher e , th e m e rch a nt a uthoris e s th e provision of th e good or servic e of th e 
comm e rc i al provid e r upon confirmat i on of paym e nt by the ele ctron i c p a yment 
syst e m; and wh e r e th e bus i n e ss brok e r rec e iv e s th e paym e nt handl e d by the 
e l e ctronic payment syst e m and e lectronica l ly d i str i but e s th e pr e scribed port i on or 
f i x e d sum of th e paym e nt to th o commercial provider i n accordanco with th o 
agr e em e nt made w i th th e comm e rc i al prov i d e r and el e ctron i cally d i stribut e s the 
pr e scrib e d port i on or f i x e d sum of th e p a ym e nt to th e m e rchant in accordanc e 
with the agr ee ment mad e w i th the m e rchant. 

14. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 11, including the 
terminal device communicating the particular manner of the transacting payment to the 
provider, and the provider effecting the electronic distribution of the prescribed portion 
based on the manner of such payment. A svst o m for electronically transacting a trado 
a ccording to cla i m 15 wh e r e th e e l e ctron i c paym e nt syst e m i nclud e s at le ast on e 
t e rmina l d e v i c e . 
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15. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade 
comprising: 

• a business broker who has entered into an agreement with:- 



a. a commercial provider for the commercial provider to provide a good or 
service to a potential customer of a merchant for a prescribed proportion 
of the price of the good or service or for a fixed sum; 

b. the merchant for the merchant to offer the good or service of the 
commercial provider to its customers for a prescribed proportion of the 
price of the good or service or fixed sum; 

• an electronic payment system for handling payment of a good or service of the 
commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant 

where, the merchant authorises the provision of the good or service of the 
commercial provider upon confirmation of payment by the electronic payment 
system; and where the business broker receives the payment handled by the 
electronic payment system and electronically distributes the prescribed portion or 
fixed sum of the payment to the commercial provider in accordance with the 
agreement made with the commercial provider and electronically distributes the 
prescribed portion or fixed sum of the payment to the merchant in accordance with 
the agreement made with the merchant. 

A syst e m for e l e ctron i ca l ly trans a cting a tr a d e according to c l a i m 1^ 1 where th e at 
l e ast on e terminal d e vic e i s on e of: EFT term i na l ; mob i l e phone; personal dig i tal 
ass i stant. 

1 6. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade according to 
claim 15 where the electronic payment system includes at least one terminal device. 
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A syst e m for e le ctronica l ly transacting a trad e according to cla i m 1 A or claim 1 5 whore 
th e bus i n e ss brok e r h a s a lso e nt e red i nto an agr ee ment w i th an own e r of tho at l east 
on e term i na l devic e to us e th e term i na l d e vic e i n hand l ing paym e nt for a good or 
s e rv i c e of th e comm e rcia l provid e r purchas e d by a custom e r of th e m e rchant, 
agroomont being prov i ded in r e turn for a pr o scrib e d proport i on of th e price of the good 
or s o rvic o or f i xod sum and wh e r e th e commerc i al provider e l ectronica l ly distr i butes th o 
pr o scrib e d port i on orf i xod sum of th o p a ym e nt to th e m e rchant i n accordance w i th the 
agre e m e nt mad e w i th th e m e rchant. 

1 7. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade according to 
claim 1 6 where the at least one terminal device is one of: EFT terminal; mobile phone; 
personal digital assistant. A syst e m for el ectronically trans a ct i ng a trad e accord i ng to 
c l a i m 1 3, wh e r e th e el ectron i c payment n e twork draws on an el ectronic bank account of 
the m e rchant to pay for th e good or s e rv i ce of th e comm e rcial prov i d e r purchas e d by 
th e custom e r. 

1 8. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade according to 
claim 1 6 where the business broker has also entered into an agreement with an owner 
of the at least one terminal device to use the terminal device in handling payment for a 
good or service of the commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant, 
agreement being provided in return for a prescribed proportion of the price of the good 
or service or fixed sum and where the commercial provider electronically distributes the 
prescribed portion or fixed sum of the payment to the merchant in accordance with the 
agreement made with the merchant. A system for e l ectron i ca l ly tr a nsact i ng a trad e 
compr i s i ng: 

□ • a bus i ness broker who has ontorod i nto an agr oo m o nt with: 
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a. a comm e rcial prov i d e r for th e comm e rc i a l prov i der to prov i d e a good or 
s e rv i ce to a potentia l custom e r of a merchant for a prescribed proportion 
of the pr i ce of the good or sorvic o or for fix o d sum; 

b. a n own e r of a t e rmina l d e vic e of an e lectron i c paym e nt syst e m to us e 
th e term i na l d e vic e i n hand li ng paym e nt for a good or s e rv i c e of th e 
comm e rcia l prov i d e r purchas e d by a customer of a merchant, agreomont 
b e ing provided in r e turn for a pr o scr i b e d proportion of th e pr i c e of th e 
good or sorv i c o or for a fix o d sum; 

•an el e ctronic paym e nt system for handl i ng payment of a good or s e rv i c e of th e 
comm e rcial provid e r purchas e d by a custom e r of th e m e rchant 

wh e r e , the m e rchant author i s e s th e provision of th e good or s e rv i c e of th e 
comm e rc ial provid e r upon conf i rmat i on of paym e nt by th e el ectron i c paym e nt 
syst e m; and wh e r e th e bus i n e ss brok e r r e c ei v e s th e paym e nt hand le d by the 
e lectron i c paym e nt system and e l e ctronica ll y d i str i but e s th e pr e scribed port i on or 
f i x e d sum of th e paym e nt to th e comm e rc i a l prov i d e r in accordanc e with th e 
a gr ee m e nt m a d e w i th th e comm e rci al prov i d e r and ele ctronical l y distr i but e s th e 
pr e scr i b e d portion or f i xed sum of th e paym e nt to th e own e r of th e t e rm i na l d e v i ce in 
accordanc e w i th th e a gre e m e nt mad e with th e owner of th e termina l d e v i c e . 

1 9. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade according to 
claim 1 5, where the electronic payment network draws on an electronic bank account of 
the merchant to pay for the good or service of the commercial provider purchased by 
the customer. A syst e m for e l e ctronica ll y transacting a tr a d e betw ee n a comm e rcial 
provider and a customer of a merchant and for electronical l y paying a l l of tho 
part i c i pants involv e d with e nabling th e transaction from th e paym e nt mad e by th o 
custom e r i n cons i d e rat i on of th e trad e , tho syst e m compr i sing: 

•a host transact i on e ng i n e for contro ll ing ele ctronic transact i ons b e tw ee n a 
busin e ss brok e r, a merch a nt, a custom e r of tho merchant, a commercial s e rv i c e 
prov i d e r a nd a t e rmina l d e v i c e sponsor; 
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• a t e rmina l dev i c e for conn e ction to th e host transact i on e ngin e , the term i na l d e vice 
b ei ng prov i d e d w i th th e m e rchant and assoc i at e d w i th a paym e nt system 
e stab li sh e d w i th th e t e rmina l dev i c e by a sponsor th e r e of for th e purpos e s of 
p e rform i ng el e ctronic transact i ons i n conn e ction w i th the trad e of th e m e rchant; and 

• a prov i der syst e m for conn e ct i on to th e host transaction e ng i n e , the provid e r 
syst e m b ei ng adapt e d to prov i d e for communicat i ons b e tw ee n th e host transact i on 
eng i n e and th e comm e rcial provider to e nabl e th e prov i s i on of a trans a cted s e rvic e 
or product; 

wh e r e in th e host tr a nsact i on engin e has e nabling m e ans to ele ctronic a l l y e nab le th e 
provision of the tr a ns a ct e d s e rvic e or product by th e comm e rc i a l prov i d e r i n 
r e spons e to confirmation of th e custom e r pay i ng for th e sam e ; and 

said host transaction m e ans has p a y i ng m ea ns to ele ctron i c a l l y account for a n 
distribut e prescrib e d portions of funds to tho comm e rc i a l provid e r, th e m e rchant 
and th e bus i ness broker in accordanc e w i th pr e d e t e rm i n e d contractua l 
arrang e ments with th e s e part ie s. 

20. (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade comprising: 
• a business broker who has entered into an agreement with:- 

a. a commercial provider for the commercial provider to provide a good or 
service to a potential customer of a merchant for a prescribed proportion 
of the price of the good or service or for fixed sum; 

b. an owner of a terminal device of an electronic payment system to use the 
terminal device in handling payment for a good or service of the 
commercial provider purchased by a customer of a merchant agreement 
being provided in return for a prescribed proportion of the price of the 
good or service or for a fixed sum; 
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• an electronic payment system for handling payment of a good or service of the 
commercial provider purchased by a customer of the merchant 

where, the merchant authorises the provision of the good or service of the 
commercial provider upon confirmation of payment by the electronic payment 
system; and where the business broker receives the payment handled by the 
electronic payment system and electronically distributes the prescribed portion or 
fixed sum of the payment to the commercial provider in accordance with the 
agreement made with the commercial provider and electronically distributes the 
prescribed portion or fixed sum of the payment to the owner of the terminal device in 
accordance with the agreement made with the owner of the terminal device. 
A syst e m a ccording to c l aim 19, wh e r e th o t o rm i nal device i s on e of: EFT term i na l ; 
mob i le t e l e phone; p e rsona l d i g i t a l ass i stant . 

21 . (currently amended) A system for electronically transacting a trade between a 
commercial provider and a customer of a merchant and for electronically paying all 
of the participants involved with enabling the transaction from the payment made by 
the customer in consideration of the trade, the system comprising: 

• a host transaction engine for controlling electronic transactions between a 
business broker, a merchant, a customer of the merchant, a commercial service 
provider and a terminal device sponsor; 

• a terminal device for connection to the host transaction engine, the terminal 
device being provided with the merchant and associated with a payment system 
established with the terminal device by a sponsor thereof for the purposes of 
performing electronic transactions in connection with the trade of the merchant; and 

• a provider system for connection to the host transaction engine, the provider 
system being adapted to provide for communications between the host transaction 

BST99 1 439974- 1 ,072882.00 1 1 \2 



•'1 

4 



engine and the commercial provider to enable the provision of a transacted service 
or product; 

wherein the host transaction engine has enabling means to electronically enable the 
provision of the transacted service or product by the commercial provider in 
response to confirmation of the customer paving for the same; and 

said host transaction means has paying means to electronically account for an 
distribute prescribed portions of funds to the commercial provider, the merchant and 
the business broker in accordance with predetermined contractual arrangements 
with these parties. 

A syst e m accord i ng to claim 19 or c l a i m 20, wher e th e host transaction e ng i n e a l so 
provid e s for an ele ctronic tr a nsf e r of funds from th e p a yment syst e m in r e spons e to 
a transaction i n re l at i on to th e provision of a comm e rcial prov i d e r's s o rvic o or 
product. 

22. (currently amended) A system according to claim 21 , where the terminal device is 
one of: EFT terminal; mobile telephone; personal digital assistant. 

A syst e m accord i ng to any on e of c l aims 19 to 21 , wh e r e primary paym e nt for the 
provision of th o s e rv i c e or product transacted is o ff o ct o d d i r e ctly b e tw e en the 
t e rmina l d e vice of th e m e rchant and th e payment system and wh e r ei n th e host 
transact i on eng i n e eff e cts subs e qu e nt paym e nt of th e commorcia l prov i der and tho 
t e rm i na l owner. 

23. (currently amended) A system according to claim 21 . where the host transaction 
engine also provides for an electronic transfer of funds from the payment system in 
response to a transaction in relation to the provision of a commercial provider's 
service or product. 

A syst e m according to any on e of c l a i ms 19 to 22, further compr i s i ng a paym e nt 
syst e m s e rv e r conn e ct e d to th e host transact i on eng i ne, th e paym e nt syst e m s e rv e r 
prov i ding for a n el ectron i c transf e r of funds from th o paym e nt syst e m i n r e spons e to 
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a transact i on i n r e lat i on to the prov i sion of a s e rvic e or product communic a t i on 
b e tw ee n th e EFT terminal and tho host transaction eng i ne, and betw ee n tho hoot 
transact i on e ngin e and th e paym e nt syst e m, as author i sed by the p a yment syst e m. 

24. (currently amended) A system according to claim 21 , where primary payment for the 
provision of the service or product transacted is effected directly between the terminal 
device of the merchant and the payment system and wherein the host transaction 
engine effects subsequent payment of the commercial provider and the terminal owner 
A host transaction e ng i n e compr i s i ng: 

a process automation e ngin e ; and 

at le ast on e adapt e r for r e c e iving a m e ssag e ; 

wh e r e th e at le ast on e a d a pt e r translat e s the m e ssag e i nto a form a t ab le to b e proc e ssed 
by the proc e ss automation e ng i n e a nd the proc e ss automat i on engin e proc e sses th e 
m e ssag e i n a ccordanc e with a pr e d e t e rm i n e d proc e ss mod el . 

25. (currently amended) A system according to claim 21 , further comprising a 
payment system server connected to the host transaction engine, the payment system 
server providing for an electronic transfer of funds from the payment system in 
response to a transaction in relation to the provision of a service or product 
communication between the EFT terminal and the host transaction engine, and 
between the host transaction engine and the payment system, as authorised by the 
payment system. 

A method for e le ctronical l y transacting a trade betwe e n a commercial provider and a 
custom e r of a merchant substant i al l y as her ei n d e scr i b e d w i th refer e nc e to the 
accompany i ng drawings as appropriat e . 

26. (currently amended) A host transaction engine comprising: 
a process automation engine; and 
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* at least one adapter for receiving a message; 

where the at least one adapter translates the message into a format able to be 
processed by the process automation engine and the process automation engine 
processes the message in accordance with a predetermined process model. 
A syst e m for e lectron i cal l y transact i ng a trad e substantial l y as h e rein d e scr i b e d with 
r e f e r e nc e to th e accompany i ng dr a w i ngs as appropr i ate. 
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